
 

 

MEETING SUMMARY 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Alzheimer’s Disease Advisory Committee (ADAC): Strategic Budget Planning Workgroup 
August 11, 2021 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

WebEx 
Approved August 19, 2021 

Welcome  
• Jessica welcomed members and stakeholders; informed the group that the meeting will be recorded per the Open 

Meetings Act requirement to do so during the pandemic.  
 
Introductions Quorum confirmed (more than 3 voting members present) 
 
Voting Member        Position                                       Agency                        Attendance 

Jen Belkov A statewide association dedicated to Alzheimer's 
care, support, and research 

Alzheimer's Association, Illinois 
Chapter 

X 

Jessica Link The Dementia Coordinator of the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, or the Dementia Coordinator's 
designee 

Illinois Department of Public 
Health 

X 

Dr. Darby 
Morhardt 

2 of 3 individuals from Alzheimer's Disease 
Assistance Centers1 of 3 individuals from 
Alzheimer's Disease Assistance Centers 

The Mesulam Center for Cognitive 
Neurology and Alzheimer’s 
Disease, (Northwestern) 

X 

Dr. Raj Shah A statewide trade organization representing the 
interests of physicians licensed to practice medicine 
in all of its branches in Illinois - the Illinois Academy 
of Family Physicians  

Rush University Medical Center X 

Colette Jordan Area Agencies on Aging AgeGuide Northeastern Illinois X 
Dr. Erin Hascup 1 of 3 individuals from Alzheimer's Disease 

Assistance Centers 
Center for Alzheimer's Disease 
and Related Disorders (SIU-SOM) 

X 

    
Non-Voting Member Agency                 Attendance 

Phyllis Roate (sub 
for John Eckert) 

State Dept. Designee/Illinois Department on Aging  X 

Karen Mancera-
Cuevas 

State Dept. Designee—Illinois Department of Public Health X 

 
Stakeholders/Public in attendance   Agency         

Deborah Kuhns SIU Medicine RADAC Program Coordinator X 
Tracey Smith Illinois Public Health Association  X 
Lori Hendren AARP Illinois X 

Tiffanie Pressley IDPH X 
 

 
 Review & approval of meeting minutes *  

▪ N/A  
 
 
Old Business 

• None—first meeting for this workgroup 
 
 
 



 

 

New Business  
a. Jessica Link explained the FY22 GRF Appropriation as follows: The sum of $1,000,000, or so much 

thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated from the General Revenue Fund to the Department of 

Public Health for expenses related to an Alzheimer’s Disease Research, Care, and Support Program. 

• No restrictions 

• Can be used for grants or programmatic expenses 

b. Jessica Link reviewed 410 ILCS 410--Alzheimer's Research, Care & Support Fund Act as follows: 

▪ The Alzheimer’s Disease Research, Care & Support Fund is a special fund that comes from 
contributions on IL tax returns or donations to IDPH for the Dementia program.  

▪ Funding Priorities:  
1. Dementia Coordinator position within IDPH 

2. BRFSS modules & other relevant data collection  

o Dr. Shah shared that the burden briefs are important, written into short-term 
objective 13 of the state plan, and asked if these can be covered by the fund.  
Jessica Link agreed and shared that this is a priority plan for releasing data from the 
2020 caregiver module & 2021 cognitive module.  

3. Implementing Recommendations from the State Plan 

▪ In 2021, the spending authority was increased to $400k and language was changed to allow for 
operational expenses. 

c. The group brainstormed Statewide Service Gaps & Needs for Alzheimer’s Disease & Related Dementias 

(ADRD) 

• Dr. Shah shared how dementia capable is a broader theme of the state plan, and ADAC assigned 

short-term objectives to state agencies as leads. Expressed that Aging and/or Alzheimer’s 

Disease make up less than 10% of report.  Alzheimer’s is lacking in the SHIP and within IDPH.  No 

one on the SHIP steering committee represents Aging or Alzheimer’s.  Acknowledged that while 

we are seeing more funds, Alzheimer’s is still hidden as a primary disease/issue.  Would love to 

see coordination of initiatives between IDPH, Aging and other agencies.  ST 8 recommends 

incorporating Healthy People Objectives on Older Adults into the Alzheimer’s State SHIP plan—

this is on the coordinator’s radar.  

• Karen spoke about healthy aging conversations that IDPH is having with IDoA’s director 

regarding age friendly communities and how state agencies can better partner together 

to promote this.   

• Jen Belkov shared that a few years ago, there was conversation about a steering committee to 

get all state agencies together and coordinate programs, but that perhaps this has somewhat 

started to happen organically with the coordinator.  Jessica Link confirmed that she is having 



 

 

conversations and meetings with other agencies (HFS, IDoA) regarding programs and service 

delivery. 

d. Underserved Populations, Communities, Geographical Locations, Disparities, Etc.  

• Rural 

• Communities needing education to increase awareness 

• Needs more discussion *** 

e. Brainstormed New or Unfunded Evidence-Based Strategies, Interventions & Programs, linking Relevance 

to State Plan Recommendations 

• Jessica Link reviewed Current Priority Areas (guided by the IL strategic state plan ST objectives, 

some of the CDC BOLD activities & HBI roadmaps). 

• Public Health Education & Awareness 

• Prevention/Increase Early Detection 

• Training  

• Data/Surveillance/Evaluation Project  

• Jen Belkov discussed HCBS services that worked well and disappeared—Adult day, SLPs and 

Respite 

• She will seek clarification about a payment structure issue that may be a barrier—could 

we contribute fund to remove some of the SLP waitlist?  Need to find out cost.  

• Dr. Shah inquired about IDPH’s BOLD grant application feedback and requested that activity 

ideas be shared at the next meeting. 

• Offered option to look into previously proposed awareness efforts around healthy brain 

messaging (CDC Healthy Brain Aging, Administration on Community Living, NIA funded 

Alzheimer’s Disease Research Centers). 

o CDC Healthy Brain 

Aging:  https://www.cdc.gov/aging/communications/index.html 

o NIA ADRC – Mt Sinai and Latino/a 

outreach.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1irhcTNsvsg 

• Jen Belkov will check BOLD funding status  

• Shared that public awareness campaigns have been happening around the country to 

educate target communities that have low awareness of ADRD. 

o i.e., Wisconsin spent $1/2M on social media and other avenues to get education 

out to their communities 

https://www.cdc.gov/aging/communications/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1irhcTNsvsg


 

 

• Tracey Smith shared that IPHA is looking at I-Plans with local public health departments to refine 

action areas to include aging population including dementia—expresses that this is critical in 

moving forward. 

• Dr. Shah shared that a few years ago, an intern project was done to brainstorm ways of 

designing a dementia friendly public health system—innovative ideas were shared and a report 

was developed 

• NY did a public education project with video vignettes for a Latino community 

•   Jen Belkov suggested that an education (re: early detection & diagnosing) campaign may be 

valuable now for two reasons 1) new drugs coming down the pipeline and one FDA approved 

already but to obtain access, people must have a diagnosis and they can't get one if they don't 

understand the importance and aren't willing to go to a doctor to seek a diagnosis 2) legislation 

just passed mandating doctors receive ongoing training and therefore will be more likely to make 

a diagnosis  

• Collette Jordan asked about the training mandate for professionals, and that perhaps some 

existing trainings could collaborate with those requirements to train primary care about early 

detection-- Jen shared that 1 hr per CEU cycle is required foe each profession 

• Dr. Hascup shared that she will inform Jessica Link at an upcoming meeting about SIU’s data 

collection regarding the Memory & Aging Network sites, and that we can likely pull data to look 

more into primary care needs that could be funded.  

• Dr. Shah shared that other states have created ADRD registries per law/policy.  

• (i.e.)--South Carolina, Rhode Island 

• Also discussed other data needs—there is an open data law in IL—could state agency 

data be synthesized and posted online so it is more centralized? 

f. Brainstorm Stakeholders, Partners, Community-Based Organizations, and/or State Agencies Equipped to 

Reach Targeted Populations & Effectively Execute Projects  

NEXT Steps:   

• Look at IDPH’s BOLD application actions/activities 

• Identify Underserved Populations, Communities, Geographical Locations, Disparities, Etc.  

• Continue discussion about specific projects that would benefit Illinois’s ADRD needs the most, 

align with the state plan, and are feasible per cost 

• Brainstorm Stakeholders, Partners, Community-Based Organizations, and/or State Agencies 

Equipped to Reach Targeted Populations & Effectively Execute Projects  



 

 

 
Public Comments 
• None 
 
Future 2021 Meeting Dates 

a. Next Strategic Budget Planning meeting is scheduled for August 19, 2021 at 10am.  

b. Email all agenda items to Jessica Link at Jessica.link@illiinois.gov by August 12, 2021. 

c. Confirm attendance to Jessica Link no later than August 12, 2021.   

Adjourned 

mailto:Jessica.link@illiinois.gov

